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in Weſtminſter Hall, 


ewelfch of April, 
1647, 
Ay Lords : 
Herehethbeen much time ſpenttoprove 


our Charge, and your Lordſhips heve 
| heard myLord of Streff ordsdef.nce with 
| as machipatience. Tou fave Zen, heard 
cnraridueetannind , whereby weave 

ved == betrach by ons words counlcland 
adians, 1rexreroufly endexvorred to fubyert the 
Let England and Ireland, and 
in ſtead thereof to ee Ws and 

Torannicall #pamnſt Law: 

nn oe ade, 
his + wtharenp | ethat 
intoxicerdhim. 


My Lords, ir-comes way on Br 
hevw mitchievons an aQof Treaſon itis by that . 
Law that he /hath appealed mito, which is theſu- 
premne Law, (to wit) peblick good; for his pofie 
tion werthis, thet Sufi P oprls, is Swprewa Lex, 
All Lawes are derived from this, as its founcaine, 
amdendihereesits proper cemer. And thoſe atti- 
ONS rhatare-oppeſire to Tow againſt el a 
if . 


at, 


: 2 my C 

Firſt, my Lords, itis ſuch an off:nee, as com- 

pretends all aff:nees, fuch x geulod, ar-co tnpre-, 
The Earth-{my- Lords) ts a Seminary of atf* 


flowers, (o is this a Seminary of all offences. . - 


- My Lords,this Law puts a diff-rence becwix! - 
g209 and cevill ; cake away the Law.(my Lords) 
and Niture becomes a Law coir (elf, As Pride 
willbea Lyw:Luſt will be a Law,Rapine a Law, 
Treaſon a Law, which Lawes have rulcd in Ire- 


230ther. 


© The next is this,thatir is an offence fall ofdan-. 


» 
& 7x ® 


y 
£Qv;rament, yourſhall inde them fullof cruelty 
and bloo 


ay Maſlicres ; yea, if you-pleaſe to per-" 


C7 -6 © _— L a 


a 
- - A, - - 


ſpeR of hjz profit, otid chird!y;! in'refpet of his prede- 

Fes yet all theſe heve 'beent' ele aponihs Fc { 
ot this Treaſon as ſo many vizards + canitbee (my 
Lords) tor the Kings honour, tohavehis Miniſters to 
hay «ll the fault upon the King ?+To kill, to impriſon; + 
to uſe Rapine, to levie warre Jpainſt his people , and - 
to ruine the State,and then all theſe diſhonourable as 2 
to be laid on the King: ? is thisfor the K ings fronotir ? 

- Secondly, it is contrary tots pro fir, for if there be * 
notanaffcRionate ſupply from the people t6 the King, 1 
he can never grows in his revenue; | ; 

© Nay, this (my Lords) is the King: moſt 'certaine. 
Revenue,that ifluesfromthe :f:Rioas o*hiz peeple; / 
for other Revenue , as Lands, 'or thelike, arc fub-- 
jet to many inconveniences ,' to many ſubltraRions, ' 
and penſions , but this is free and who'ly to himſelfe* ! 
theſe tonrtecae years paſt, ſince there hath beene an. 
unhappy:ceſſa'ion of Parliamentary proceedin2s; the" 
King bath had lefle Revenue, & it doth himlefſe go03. * 

Nay, there hath beeire more wanting to the K ing * 
than mady yeares betore.. Againe, it is unprofitable, 
and that is worle, forthe King loR& by it;; - for ic h#th* 
coſt him this.two- yeares'more then 'iteoſt Queene. 
Ebzabeth in all her warres iml:eland and Spoine, yea ' 
(I feare)more thans co-be repaired inan age,” © © 
- Thirdly, 1n- point of greatneflz, the world -i4 #ſoci-"! 
ery of Kingdomes , andiris notcnough for a King-to" 
be greatat home,butito £quall his fellow Princes a-" 
broad; nay, ro be abovethem-.in hvnour and Mij:ity, 
i= riches andiglory,o 114 20, nor 
' But my'Lords; theſe! Councels'of Jzre that bave 
bectie given hk Majcſty,hnve rendred him contemp-? 
tible ro bis encmies; ulclefſe ro bis diſtreiſed friends, 
and had they' not beene prevented in time; wou!d 
haye made hiur uncapableof any defigne at'home or 
abroad, - THADES} T1261 OTE. 


wt 
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Afcurth conſideration ix this, my Lards, iis be: 
nine to wealch and valour; it corrupts our peace, 
iy peace makes as 
And for wealth, who will vencure bisgoods, hie, his 
liberty in che way of crading and commerce, when he 


knowes not upon the returne of it, whether ic de his 
owne or nor, 


Nay, my Lords, it imbateth the ſpirics and valour 


of « Nation, when they auſt Rand in feare of pillo- 
ring, (cofo!ding, and thelike puniſhments, it makes 
men to be of bale ſpirits, 


Now, my Lords, to imbaſc the Kings coine, i itbe | 


bur ſixpence, or twelvepence, tis treatorrby the Lawy, 
and a man maſt dye for it « what is it then to itabaſe 


our ſpirits? My Lords, truly itis 4 enatter of great im- 


POrtence. 
Fifthly, irdoth diſeblehe King, and makes tym un- 
fit to dcale with for 
thigkes toflip his neck ont of the ovtar, when he ſhall 
be forced rot, _ 

' Thefixch conlideration/is, that ic is agzinit the co» 
venaat berwixt the King andl bis people. 

Before,my Lords, 1 {poke of atrgall Oath, but now 
I ſpeake of a perſonall: for we fweare our 2 
to bim and he isthe mmeintenanccot our Lawes to us; 
he is our husband, w.d wehis wite ;zhe- is our father, 
and wrhis children: hes to emeimtzine our aberties, 
and wehis dignitxesanfdourdurties, 

And, my Lords, Iuſtice Thepe wascondemmed & 
executed tor breaking the King» oath, My Lords, he 
broke not his-owne +@th, mcrd d the King breakevls 
oath, and yerfor vieelating 'tbst path that vhe King 
had taken to-his fubjeAs, he lu. | 


Ah 1 whaten untortanate manthen 1»: the priſoner. 


atibe barre, 4lackach inallbis rounklls , perm 
words, in all kis aRions, broken the Kings oarh, and 


q as 


have the malignitiesof yarre + 


forraigne <nemics: for every one 


nes, & to puniſh vice ; but this cheriſheth all diſorder , 


proſperity and weale of hi; ſub j:s x tor if cavnſel] be 


| only my Lords, good andevilllye cloſe together, not 
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The ſeventh conſideration is this,my Lordy, it is a 

gainft the end of government: for the end of govern- . 
rent is to preſerve menin their eſtates , lives and li- - 
berties, but an arbitrary power deſtroles all this : the 
end of government. is to zdvance verte and good- 


Now, my Lords, I come to ſh:w the vanity of - 
hisexcuſes, that heharh made tor himſc tes 
| The firſts the liberty of giving coun'ell, being a - | 
Counceltor : true my Lords, he bath thisliberty , tut 5 
its bounded within its liſts , and it muſt be fuch coun- 
ſell as muſt ſtand with the ſacred Majeſty, and the 


it poilons the conſciences of Princes, itinfeRts.. 

their eares, for a'l government proceeds from the 
Prince, as from a fountaing :; now if the fountains bre 

yſoned, how can the ſtreames betrec? 

Aﬀecond ſhift is,that he hopes your Lordſhips will | 
be carcfulleo ſecure your poſterity , and not toadmit 7 
of thisas treaſon, 
My Lords, I know your Lordſhips will be carefull - 
egg your ſelves, but by your vcrtucs,not by yaur - 


The third excuſe is, the goodaele of his intentions: | 


| 9 jobs difcerned , if they be natnrall carwprions: - 

but for murthery, adultery, rapincs,and treaſons, theſe 

areſo monſtrow,thatthey may cafily be diſtiaguiſhed. 
And1 cannot be ” ark aded thateyer he intended 

well that ated ſo il}, 6; 

- The fourth excule is.the Kings neceſlities; 

My Lords, this necefity came from bis own counſels, wo 

A fitth exeuſe is : it was for the Kings honour , and 4 

tbe maintenance of the Kings power: | 3 
My Lords, ithath beene declareduntoyou , that "2 

the Kings Poe goth nor amend to py thing againe = 


LT7 


heen declargd by five Pattiaments,andallo willappear 
*Ixtheca{e of rhe. perition of Right, Rn thee of 
| "ſhip 'mony. _ TITS Hee 
*- "x hx is;rhar he adviſed the King to do. it with.caq- 
*Ierctiph mEFreparation, © oC.» 
* My Lords, 4hisis a contradiction, for there.can hee 
no reparation for this, _  * -- 

-;,-- The 3®excule is that no horrid fats did follow his 
-—  eoun'elis: truly my Lords, wee thanke God, bis-ſa- 
: "ered Majeſty , and his wite counſellfor that, . or cle 

+God knowes what fearjull things would have befallen 

115, nor are we free from itas yets . 
 Toeonclude now my Lords,give me leave to intreat 
-you'to conſider the treaſons ordinarily prattiſed, when 
*rhe at 1s done , they ceaſe, as in killing that noble 
King of France , and theffeverzll plots againſt Quecne 
-+ Elizabeth, but this treaſon of ny Lord of Straffords,ia 
a \{tandipg Treaſon, which when it had becne done, it 


- had beeh permanent from gentration to generation.” 
- - Andnow, my Lords, theſe Lawes that hg would 
bave overthrowne, muſt.now be his ludges,and be is 
to be judged by Eaw , and tat Law. will have marke 
*enaugh'otic ro-deſcribe ir, for t Þ'aTaw againſt ſuch 
as breake the ſundamentall Lawes of the Kingdome. 


- "And my Lords, pgive'me leave to informg you,,thax 
(under favour) FLA 18 'not to make a new way ( 
:bloodnor is thecetitae's{ rreiſan in my Lord of Str; 
ford the lefle; ORs none-ivould venturc upon ſuch 
-z orrid Treaſon, in two hundred and forty years. Y; 
PSs 6 my ak. for'making of our Charge good 
aw,as we havefully proyedit by teſtimony, we.mu 
reſort to Cooflelivi ET RAS nu nk and 
xraft't SY: 
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